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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FULL FUNDING
FOR THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

WHEREAS the Trump administration’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018 calls for elimination of all federal
appropriations to the Legal Services Corporation (LSC);

WHEREAS the LSC has enjoyed bipartisan support in Congress since its inception in 1974 because it embodies
principles ~ including fairness and equal access to justice — that define us as Americans;

WHEREAS appropriations to the LSC comprise only 1/10,000'" of the federal budget and muttiple audits show
that the LSC awards 93.7 percent of its total budget in grants 10 133 organizations with more than 800 offices
nationwide;

WHEREAS the LSC, with a presence in every congressionardistrict, is the single largest provider of civil legal aid
for low-income Americans in the nation, helping veterans secure housing, protecting seniors from scams,
delivering legal services to rural areas, protecting victims of domestic abuse, representing parties in
guardianship proceedings and helping disaster survivors get back on their feet;

WHEREAS mare than 30 cost-benefit studies show that LSC grantees offer a strong return on investment,
saving taxpayer dollars by solving problems that would cost society significantly more if not addressed;

WHEREAS elimination of funding for the four LSC-funded organizations in Kentucky would severely impact
citizens’ access to justice, effectively ensuring that they would not receive representation for their legal needs;

WHEREAS the Louisville Legal Aid Society — which serves Jefferson County and fourteen surrounding counties —
is the oldest of Kentucky's LSC-funded organizations, having been founded in 1921 by several groups, including
the Louisville Bar Association, with a mission to “pursue justice for people in poverty,” which it has successfully
accomplished for nearly a century;

WHEREAS elimination of funding for the LSC would also efliminate the administrative framework which
currently enables the private bar to offer millions of dollars in pro bono services to help the most vulnerable
citizens needing guidance through our legal system; and

WHEREAS our federal government was founded on the concept of justice for all and funding for equal justice is
a federal duty not to be transferred as an unfunded mandate to state and local governments;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Louisville Bar Association, by and through its Board of Directors,
joins numerous other local and state bar associations around the country in calling upon Congress not to
eliminate or reduce funding to the LSC but to instead appropriate funds sufficient to enable the LSC to
continue fulfiilling its vital role in providing eqgual access to justice.

ADOPTED thisQZ Z%March, 2017.
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Amanda G. Méin, President
Louisville Bar Association



The following members of the Board of Directors of the Louisville Bar Association hereby affirm their support

for the foregoing resolution:

Executive Committee
C. Dean Furman
President-Elect

Gerald R. Toner
Vice-President/Treasurer

Peter H. Wayne IV
Secretary

Charles J. Cronan
Immediate Past President

At-Large Directors

Daniel M. Alvarez
Catherine Lacy Croshy
Seth A. Gladstein

Demetrius Holloway
Laura E. Landenwich
Deena G. Ombres

Ex Officio Directors

Lonita K. Baker
Charles W. Anderson, Jr. Bar Association

Douglas C. Ballantine
Kentucky Bar Association

Susan H. Duncan
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law

Douglass Farnsley
Kentucky Bar Association

Daniel T. Goyette
Louisville Metro Public Defender

Julie L. Hardesty
Louisville Bar Foundation

Jessica A. Moore
Jefferson County Women Lawyers Association

Michael J. O’Connell
lefferson County Attorney

Bobby C. Simpson
Kentucky Bar Asscciation

John Weber
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law

Thomas B. Wine
Jefferson County Commonwealth’s Attorney



